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her Savior, had passed thirty years in a [177] life
obscure and hidden, checked all outward manifesta-
tions of self, she could not conceal her native talents,
which rendered her very lovable and commendable
to all. But all the graces and favors of which I
have just spoken were unknown to those who ap-
proached her most nearly,—she herself diverting
the view from them, since she was well aware that
lightning hurts the eyes and causes thunder and the
thunderbolt. In this respect she followed perfectly
the guidance of her Directors, who passed lightly
over these extraordinary favors, leaving God to do
his work, and inciting his creature to be faithful to
him. Neither out of nor in the house did they ever
speak of operations that are not within our domain;
humility, patience, charity, and the other virtues
were exalted. It was in these paths that ^hat soul
was kept engaged, and I am sure that a part of her
Sisters will be astonished to read what they have,
perhaps, been ignorant of hitherto. It is true, she
had been bidden, some time previously, to write an
account of the guidance which God had exercised
over her from her infancy; in order that (as it was
said) a more intimate knowledge might be gained
[178] of her soul, which made little enough outward
manifestation of itself. We would not willingly
have lost those treasures; but the burning of their
house snatched them from us.

" Here is an action proceeding from her humility
and obedience. The perception that she had of her
nothingness gave her a great love for the hidden
life; and that love sometimes caused her fear and
dread lest she should be drawn from beneath the
bushel and set upon a candlestick. One day, when


